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9-27 October 2013  
Luxembourg

Overview 2013 
 

100 screenings over 19 days
60 feature and 50 short films from 15 countries

Over 9 000 participants
10 special events (including 4 concerts and 2 exhibitions)

Central and Eastern European Film Festival
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c i n e a s t  /  i n t r o d u c t i o n c i n e a s t  /  o f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g  

Introduction Official opening  
Abbaye de Neumünster, 9 October

The 6th CinEast festival was officially inaugurated at 
the Agora of the Abbaye de Neumünster by Claude 
Frisoni (CCRN director), Bob Krieps (director at the 
Ministry of Culture) and Colette Mart (alderwoman 
of the City of Luxembourg). More than 250 people at-
tended the event, including numerous representatives 
of the cultural scene, media and the diplomatic corps.  
The opening was accompanied by the vernissage 

of the photographic exhibition „Women’s Sto-
ries“, produced in collaboration and with the sup-
port of the CCRN, and followed by the screening 
of the opening film „Tango Abrazos“ in the pres-
ence of the director, Metod Pevec, from Slovenia.  
The following day a special Opening Gala was held at 
Utopolis.
 
 

The official opening was supported by ARHS 
Developments.

For the sixth consecutive year, the 
CinEast (ciné-East) festival pre-
sented the Luxembourg public 
with a rich and varied selection of 
some of the best recent films from 
Central and Eastern Europe. 

Over 19 days the festival offered 
more than a hundred films of vari-
ous genres from 15 countries that 
would otherwise have had little 
chance of being shown in local cin-
emas. 

The main objective of the festi-
val is to present the most remark-
able films from this part of Europe, 
however, it also strives to provide 
an opportunity to explore the cul-
tures of the participating countries 
and to offer a place of encounter, 
conviviality and exchange be-
tween the different communities 
residing in Luxembourg. 

That is why CinEast also offers 
concerts, DJ nights, exhibitions, 
debates, gastronomic events, ac-
tivities for young audiences and 
more.
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c i n e a s t  /  s p e c i a l  o p e n i n g  g a l a  c i n e a s t  /  o f f i c i a l  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  j u r y  a n d  a w a r d s

Special Opening Gala  
Walesa. Man of Hope   
Utopolis, 10 October 

Official competition,  
jury and awards

The official competition of the 2013 edition of CinEast 
included eight films: A Stranger by Bobo Jelčić, Child’s 
Pose by Călin Peter Netzer, Circles by Srdan Golubović, 
Heavenly Shift by Márk Bodzsár, Imagine by Andrzej 
Jakimowski, My Dog Killer by Mira Fornay, The Arbiter by 
Kadri Kõusaar and The Gambler by Ignas Jonynas.
 
The jury presided by Luxembourgish director and pro-
ducer Donato Rotunno also included Polish director 
Katarzyna Klimkiewicz, Bosnian actress Maja Jurić, Lux-
embourgish producer Bernard Michaux, and journalist 
Vesna Andonovic.
 

At the opening gala held at Utopolis, a highly anticipat-
ed film, „Walesa. The Man of Hope“, by one of the most 
famous Polish directors Andrzej Wajda (Palme d‘Or win-
ner and holder of an Honorary Oscar) was presented 
to the public. This film was shown to the Luxembourg 
audiences in Benelux premiere, only a month after its 
world premiere at the Venice Biennale. 
 
The event attracted very exceptional interest among 
the public: the largest room of the Utopolis cinema 
complex counting 500 seats was not big enough to ac-
commodate all the interested film fans. 

The Grand Prix of the festival went to the film Circles by 
Srdan Golubović (which also won the Audience Award), 
while the Special Prize of the Jury was awarded to Heav-
enly Shift by Márk Bodzsár.
 
The Awards Ceremony was held on 25 October at the 
Cinémathèque de la Ville de Luxembourg in the pres-
ence of numerous personalities from the world of cin-
ema and culture.The projection was followed by a reception which was 

attended by many important guests from the world of 
cinema, culture, diplomatic corps and business. 

The opening gala of the festival was supported by 
EuroAfrica Shipping Lines.
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c i n e a s t  /  f i l m  h i g h l i g h t s  c i n e a s t  /  f e s t i v a l  g u e s t s

Film highlights  
 

 

Marathons de courts métrages

Quatre marathons de courts métrages étaient au pro-
gramme en 2013 (documentaires, films d’animation 
et deux programmes de courts métrages de fiction), 
chacun proposant environ 200 minutes de courts mé-
trages soigneusement sélectionnés parmi la produc-
tion récente des pays participants. Pendant la pause des 
snacks et des rafraîchissements étaient servis aux mara-
thoniens.During the 2013 edition of CinEast over 60 features 

and 50 short films were screened in Luxembour-
gish cinemas. Many of the films had received major 
awards at international and national festivals and most 
of them were shown in Luxembourg for the very first 
time. The programme also included numerous docu-
mentaries and animated films, as well as some classics 
and special programmes for young audiences. Among 
the most remarkable films in the programme (apart 
from titles included in the official competition) were:  
 

Pour la première fois cette année les spectateurs ont eu 
la possibilité de voter pour décerner un Prix du public 
du meilleur court métrage dans chacune des trois caté-
gories.
 
Ce sont près de 50 courts-métrages qui ont été présen-
tés au public, sans compter un programme exception-
nel comprenant un choix des meilleurs courts métrages 
de l’Ecole de cinéma de Lodz (qui fêtait cette année son 
65ème anniversaire) dont des chefs d’œuvres de Wajda, 
Polanski, Kieslowski et d’autres.

Mother I Love You (awarded at Berlinale and Los Angeles 
IFF in 2013), Vanishing Waves (Best European Fantastic 
Film of 2012), A Letter to My Dad (best Croatian film of 
2012), Sofia‘s Last Ambulance (in selection of Cannes 
IFF 2012) , The Congress (Directors’ Fortnight 2013, Best 
European Animated Film of 2013), In the Shadow (best 
Czech film of 2012).
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c i n e a s t  /  f e s t i v a l  g u e s t s c i n e a s t  /  p h o t o g r a p h i c  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  c h a r i t y  p r o j e c t

Festival guests 
 

 

Photographic exhibition  
and charity project

For the third consecutive year the CinEast festival fea-
tured a large photographic exhibition, this time related 
to the thematic cycle «Women‘s Stories“ and showing 
works by artists from Poland, Bulgaria, Latvia and Lux-
embourg. 

More than 60 works were exhibited in the Agora and the 
Salle Krieps of the Abbaye de Neumünster for the dura-
tion of the festival (9 to 27 October). The exhibition was 
freely accessible and was seen by thousands of visitors. 

CinEast 2013 hosted almost 20 well-known directors, 
actors and producers from Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, among others: Kristina Buožytė, Leon Lučev, Aik 
Karapetian, Metod Pevec, Alise Gelze, Dariusz Jablon-
ski, Illinca Goia , Kadri Kõusaar Ewa Puszczyńska, Ka-
tarzyna Klimkiewicz, Kati Kovacs, Maria Sadowska, 
Márk Bodzsár, Martichka Bozhilova and Michal Kollár. 

In addition, several Luxembourgish guests took part in 
debates during the festival (including filmmakers Yann 
Tonnar and Anne Schiltz, producer Paul Thiltges, and 
also the finalist of the „Queen of Benelux“ beauty pag-
eant Daniela Da Ponte).

On the last festival day the exhibition photos were put 
up for auction to support the festival’s charity project. 
All the money collected (2,000 EUR), including dona-
tions from festival-goers as well as proceeds from the 
sale of the photos, was forwarded to “ROSA”, a Czech 
NGO that helps female victims of domestic violence. 

Another photo exhibition „Edward Allen Project“ was in-
stalled at the Ancien Cinéma Vianden.

The «Women’s Stories” exhibition was organised in 
collaboration and with the support of the CCRN.

Many Luxembourgish producers also participated in 
the co–production workshop “CinEast Pro” organised 
for the second time in Cercle Cité on October 21, which 
aims to bring together producers from Luxembourg 
and Western Europe and their colleagues from the East 
(with the support of Film Fund Luxembourg).
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c i n e a s t  /  b a l k a n  n i g h t  /  c i n e m a t i c  c o n c e r t c i n e a s t  /  b a l t i c  n i g h t  /  c l o s i n g  c o n c e r t 

Baltic Night  
Melusina, 19 October

Closing concert  Milenita   
Sang & Klang, 26 October

Organised for the second time within the framework of 
the CinEast festival, the Baltic night brought together 
a screening of a Lithuanian film, a live concert by an 
Estonian rock band and a party hosted by Latvian DJs.  
Tanel Padar & The Sun is the only Estonian group to win 

The first special event of the festival offered a live 
performance by the vocal quartet Yellow Sisters and  
a DJ set by DJ Boris Viande. The audience had a unique 
chance to discover the vocal magic of the Czech fe-
male group Yellow Sisters singing a capella an eclectic 
programme with influences ranging from blues to RnB. 

The second musical evening of the festival was pro-
vided by the Polish group Małe Instrumenty, who 
delivered a performance out of the ordinary. The first 
half consisted of a return to the silent era with a live 
soundtrack accompanying five short films by Georges 
Méliès, while the second offered original composi-

The closing event was full of energy and colour thanks 
to the Bulgarian star singer Milenita, whom the audi-
ence could see first on the screen as the main protago-
nist of the film „Lola from Morning till Evening“ and then 
live on stage during her supercharged concert. 

the Eurovision Song Contest. For the first time in Lux-
embourg, they were welcomed by a large crowd (over 
200 people) in Melusina. 
Their concert was followed by a DJ set provided by Lat-
vian DJs (Alise Gelze and Riga Disco Blitz).

In the second part of the evening Paris-based DJ Boris 
Viande who specialises in Balkan music and played the 
trumpet live while DJing was a real treat for the crowds, 
many of whom partied until 3 a.m. Almost 400 people 
attended this event.

tions, arrangements and improvisations by the group.  
During their performance the band used more than 
a hundred small instruments and musical objects - 
sometimes very uncommon and producing surprising 
sounds – in very innovative ways. The venue, a classic 
movie theatre, was well filled with over 130 spectators..

Accompanied by her Funky Miracle Band she performed 
songs from her repertoire ranging from jazz and RnB to 
energetic pop. More than 200 people came to Sang & 
Klang eager not to miss the unique opportunity to see 
Milenita live in Luxembourg.

Balkan night  
Melusina, 12 October 
 

cinematic concert  Małe Instrumenty    
Cinémathèque, 16 October 
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c i n e a s t  /  g a s t r o n o m y  e v e n i n g s   /  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e 

Gastronomy evenings   
Brasserie Le Neumünster 
17 and 22 October

Media coverage    

Two culinary events were held at 
the Brasserie Le Neumünster on 17 
and 22 October with a selection of 
typical dishes from Central and East-
ern Europe served in a buffet style 
and accompanied by regional beers 
and wines. Around a hundred peo-
ple came to taste these specialties 
over the two evenings.

The 6th edition of the CinEast festi-
val was covered by a large number 
of different media in Luxembourg, 
the Greater Region, the countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe, as 
well as international media spe-
cialised in cinema (Cineuropa, 
Film New Europe and others).  
 
In addition to the wide coverage by 
the media partners of the festival, 
many articles have been published 
in all major newspapers in the coun-
try and numerous magazines. The 
festival was also extensively cov-
ered by various radio stations and 
websites.
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SOIRÉES GASTRONOMIQUES (Brasserie Le Neumünster, 17 et 22 octobre) 

 
 
Deux soirées gastronomiques ont eu  lieu à la Brasserie Le Neumünster le 17 et 22 octobre proposant une 
sélection de plats typiques d’Europe centrale et orientale servis sous forme de buffet, accompagnés de 
bières et de vins régionaux. Une centaine de personnes sont venues goûter ces spécialités lors des deux 
soirées. 
 
 

COUVERTURE MÉDIATIQUE 

 
 
La 6ème édition du festival CinEast a été couverte par un grand nombre de médias du Luxembourg, de la 
Grande Région, des pays d’Europe centrale et orientale et egalement de médias internationaux spécialisés 
dans le cinéma (Cineuropa, Film New Europe et autres).  
 
En dehors d'une d'une large couverture assurée par les partenaires médias du festival, de nombreux articles 
ont été publiés dans tous les principaux journaux du pays et de nombreux magazines. Le festival a 
également été couvert par différentes radios et services d'informations en ligne.  

c i n e a s t  /  p a r t n e r s 

Partners  

Developments

m a i n  P a r t n e r s :

P a r t n e r s :

m e d i a  P a r t n e r s :

I n  c o l l a b o r at i o n  w i t h :

The 2013 edition of the CinEast festival would not have 
been possible without the support of our partners and 
we would like to thank them warmly for their trust, sup-
port and encouragement.
 

We would especially like to thank our two main institu-
tional partners: the Ministry of Culture of Luxembourg 
and the City of Luxembourg, whose commitment to our 
project over the last few years has allowed the festival to 
keep going and continue to evolve. 
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