
 

 

CinEast 2020 – programme presentation 

 
I. GENERAL PRESENTATION 
 
Since 2008, the CinEast festival (the Central and Eastern European Film Festival in Luxembourg) has contributed significantly to 
cultural diversity in Luxembourg by presenting some of the best films and art that Central and Eastern European countries have 
to offer. 
 
Since its first edition, the festival has grown considerably in its scope and diversity of programmes and has attracted a broader 
audience each year. In 2019, the festival screenings and other events attracted a total of around 11 200 people. 

 
The festival programme is complemented by a variety of special events, bringing together different forms of art (music, 
photography, literature, etc.), thus promoting cultural exchange and friendship through meetings, debates, food and music. It also 
presents a rare occasion for audiences in Luxembourg to learn about and experience the cultures of the countries represented in 
a broader sense. 
 
The festival is supported by several partners, including the City of Luxembourg, the Ministry of Culture, Cinémathèque, 
Neimënster, Kinepolis group, Film Fund Luxembourg, our main sponsors Docler Holding and Kulczyk Investments, as well as the 
embassies and cultural and film institutes of several represented countries. 

 
II. KEY FEATURES IN 2020 
 
The 13th edition of CinEast festival will take place from 8 to 25 October. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year CinEast will take 

the form of a “hybrid festival”, by combining regular screenings in cinemas with screenings available online. The audience will 

for the first time be offered online content to complement the screenings in cinemas. This will compensate for the reduced 

capacities of physical venues and offer the possibility, especially to vulnerable groups, to watch a selection of films at home. 

Despite the current situation, the 13th edition offers over 110 screenings in cinemas (with limited capacities) of 45 feature films 
and more than 20 short films, as well as accompanying events, including concerts at Melusina, Rotondes and Neimënster, ciné-
debates, a photography exhibition, several special evenings and the CinEast Pro co-production forum. All these events will be 
adapted to ensure strict compliance with sanitary rules in force. 
 
Besides the main festival venues in the City of Luxembourg – the Cinémathèque, Neimënster, Ciné Utopia and Kinepolis Kirchberg  
– screenings will also take place at the Ancien Cinéma in Vianden, CNA in Dudelange and cinemas in Rumelange and Mondorf-les-
Bains. A special projection at Mudam is also planned. Furthermore, there will be several school screenings at collaborating schools. 
 
In 2020, the festival puts the spotlight on Hungary, with a special focus including six feature films, two short films, guests and two 
concerts by Hungarian bands. 
 
For the first time, CinEast will present films from Belarus. Currently, the festival covers films from all the former Communist 
countries that have become EU Members – Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia – as well as all the other countries of the former Yugoslavia, including Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Kosovo. Albania, Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia and now Belarus are also represented at the festival.  
 
The festival will also feature around 20 guests who will engage in discussions with the audiences – some of them joining online. 
 
For the ninth time, the festival will organise a co-production forum for film professionals entitled ‘CinEast Pro’, which will take 
place at Neimënster, this year also in a hybrid form. Organised in partnership with Film Fund Luxembourg, professional 
associations and film institutes, the aim of this forum is to develop CinEast as a platform for professionals from Luxembourg and 
Central and Eastern European countries to meet, present projects and foster collaborations.  
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III. FILM PROGRAMMING 
 
The festival focuses on recent productions, many of which have won awards at big festivals, but film fans will also be able to watch 
some classics as well as films related to the ‘Planting the Future’ thematic cycle. In terms of genres, the vast majority of the films 
screened are feature-length fiction films, but a significant amount of screen time is also dedicated to documentaries and short 
films (fiction, animation and documentaries). Most films will be making their Luxembourg premiere and many their Benelux 
premiere. 

 
E Official competition and jury  
 
The official competition will consist of eight fiction feature films. The 2020 CinEast Grand Prix and the Special Jury Prize will be 
awarded by an international jury. A Critics’ Award will also be presented by an independent press jury composed of film 
journalists (in cooperation with Association luxembourgeoise de la presse cinématographique).  

 
E Cinécycle 
 

Several recent fiction and documentary films will form part of the ‘Planting the Future’ thematic cycle, which underpins the 
festival's reflection on the unsustainability of our relationship with the environment and our social and economic 
models, and aims to consider the paths open for action and change. Some of these elements will also be at the heart of the 

traditional photography exhibition in the Cloître of Neimënster. 
 

E Cinésections 
 
The festival programme includes the following sections: 
‘Official Competition’ (see above); 
‘Cinéscope’: the most outstanding recent fiction films; 
‘FunnyEast’: a selection of the best comedies from Central and Eastern European countries; 
‘East Goes West’: a selection of films born somewhere between the "East" and the “West”; 
‘Cinédocs’: a selection of the best documentaries from Central and Eastern European countries; 
‘Cinéshorts’: a selection of short fiction, animated and documentary films (see below); 
‘Cinéspecials’: special screenings. 

 
E Cinéfocus 
 
Besides the Focus on Hungary, the festival will also present a more detailed look at the work of the Macedonian award-winning 
director Milcho Manchevski (with a mini-retrospective including three feature films and two short films and an encounter with 
the filmmaker), Hungarian actor Alexandra Borbély, Czech producer Hanka Kastelicová and Polish actor Magdalena Koleśnik. 

 
E Cinéshorts : short film marathons 
 
Three short film marathons are planned at Neimënster and the Cinémathèque. One dedicated to fiction shorts, one to animations 
and one to documentaries. In total, around 20 short films will be presented. 
 

E Special evening events  
 
The programme will be complemented by several themed evening events, including a Women’s event, themed evenings “Family 
ties” and “Internet dangers”, Cinéfocus Manchevski, Belarus night, and others. A special Hungarian evening and a Czech evening 
are also on the programme. 
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E Cinéyouth: special programming for teenage, young and very young audiences  
 
The 2020 programme includes several screenings aimed at children and teenagers. The traditional ‘Kids show’ with cartoons 
without dialogue for children from the age of 2 – will take place at Neimënster. Several films for teenagers are also on the 
programme. A separate programme of special school screenings (reserved for students) will be organised in collaboration with 
participating schools.  
 
 

IV. SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
E Cinémusic (concerts) 
 
Despite the current restrictions, the organisers have programmed four musical events that will accompany the film programme: 

 
• Opening event with Canarro & DJ Don Simon – well-known Hungarian gypsy swing quintet Canarro will present a live 

performance, inspired by Django Reinhardt’s famous manouche jazz and gypsy music. The show will be followed 
by a groovy Balkan-swing set prepared especially for CinEast by local DJ Don Simon (Melusina, 09/10); 

• CinEast night at Rotondes with Toldi Mike & DJ Heincha– an evening featuring a selection of short movies, a live concert 
of the alternative rock band Toldi Mike composed of Hungarians living in Luxembourg, a chilled-out set mixed by 
DJ Heincha of Latvian origins (Rotondes 15/10); 

• Closing Event – music programme with Eastern European touches in a great atmosphere with a new and safe 
seating arrangement. For more details, please check our website. (Melusina 23/10); 

• Apero Jazz with HeFi Quartet (ciné-concert) – Polish jazz ensemble HeFi Quartet, led by Leszek Wiśniowski, currently 
one of the most acclaimed Polish jazz flutist, saxophonist, clarinetist and composer, will perform a live soundtrack 
to the silent movie Bestia, starring Pola Negri.(free entrance, Neimënster (25/10).  

 
E Cinéart (exhibitions) 
 
An extensive photography exhibition following the festival’s main thematic cycle – “Planting the Future” will be installed at the 
Cloitre of Neimënster, showcasing photographs by artists from Poland, Croatia, Slovenia and Italy. The featured projects 

document social disparity and child labour around the world, environmental disasters, pollution and the devastating 
consequences of climate change but, on the other hand, they also show practices and initiatives for a more sustainable 
development, inspiring reflection on the paths open for our action and change.  
 

E Cinédebates 
 
In 2020 the festival will offer a series of discussions on various topics taking place after several screenings (cinédebates). 
 
▪ Caught in the net – a debate as part of CinEast’s traditional Women’s Event, which will focus on the topic of online sexual abuse 
of children (mostly teenage girls). Moderated by Martyna Adamska, in the presence of the executive producer/co-producer of the 
film Pavla Klimešová and several experts. After the film Caught in the Net (Kinepolis Kirchberg, 11/10)] 
 
▪ Systemic corruption and the power of media – a debate on endemic corruption in Eastern European countries and elsewhere 
and the means to combat it, and on the power of journalism in the fight against corruption. In the presence of the director 
Alexander Nanau, the co-producer of the film and speakers from civil society. After the film Collective (Kinepolis Kirchberg 13/10) 
] 
▪ Environmental grief and climate activism – a debate on radical forms of fighting for/defending the climate and the avenue 
open to action. In the presence of the director Andrea Culková, the Minister of Energy Claude Turmes and other participants. 
After the film Grief (Kinepolis Kirchberg 16/10)] 
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▪ Eco communities and alternative lifestyles – a debate on provoking us to re-examine 'What is a community?' (or its core values) 
and 'What could an alternative model of society and culture potentially look like?' In the presence of the director Margit Lillak 
and several members of alternative communities. After the film The Circle (Ciné Utopia 18/10) 

 
E Cinégastronomy  
 

Due to Covid restrictions, the offer of culinary events during the13th edition will unfortunately not be as rich as in 
previous years. Nevertheless, two evenings at Melusina - the Opening Event (Fri 9/10) and Closing Event (Fri 23/10) - 
will allow audiences to enjoy some typical Central and Eastern European flavours during the musical programme. To 
adapt to the government’s safety regulations, Melusina has turned their space into a comfortable and more intimate 
seating area with table arrangements (for up to 4, 6 and 8 people, reservations recommended). 

 
E Charity project 
 
This year the festival will support a project in Serbia helping and supporting children living and working on the street. More details 
at www.cineast.lu 
 
 

V. FILMS (selection) 

 
During the 2020 edition, audiences will be able to see over 45 feature-length and 20 short films, many of which have received 
awards at major festivals. 
 
The Father by Kristina Grozeva & Petar Valchanov (Crystal Globe at Karlovy Vary 2019) 
Sweat by Magnus von Horn (Cannes 2020) 
Acasa, My Home by Radu Ciorniciuc (Cinematography Award at Sundance 2020, Special Jury Award at Thessaloniki 2020 etc.) 
Charlatan by Agnieszka Holland (Berlinale 2020) 
Exile by Visar Morina (Heart of Sarajevo for Best Film at Sarajevo IFF 2020) 
Marygoround by Daria Woszek (Best Film, Director and Actress at Fantasia Film Festival 2020) 
Motherland by Tomas Vengris (Best Baltic Film at Talling Black Nights IFF 2019) 
Crystal Swan by Darya Zhuk (Karlovy Vary, Shanghai, Cork, Odessa, Tbilisi) 
Eden by Agnes Kocsis (Rotterdam 2020) 
Father by Srdan Golubović (Panorama, Berlinale 2020) 
Stories of the Chestnut Woods by Gregor Božič (11 Vesna awards at Slovenian Film Festival 2019) 
Collective by Alexander Nanau (Best Documentary at Luxembourg City FF 2020, DocAviv, Zurich, Montpellier etc.) 
Icarus by Maciej Pieprzyca (Best Film, Actor and Cinematography at Polish FF 2019, Shanghai 2019) 
and many more 
 
 

More information: www.cineast.lu  
 
The 2020 CinEast festival is organised by CinEast asbl in collaboration with the Cinémathèque, Neimënster, Kinepolis Group and 
others. Main partners: City of Luxembourg, Ministry of Culture of Luxembourg, Film Fund Luxembourg. Main sponsors: Docler 
Holding, Kulczyk Investments. 
 
Contact: festival@cineast.lu 

 

http://www.cineast.lu/
http://www.ccrn.lu/
http://www.pisf.pl/
mailto:festival@cineast.lu

