a film by Andrius Blazevicius

*wm :

european
shooting
stars 2021










e —

logline

|. h

is latest psychotic episode - armed with patience and love she

aria is on a frantic search for her boyfriend who cut loose during

chases random clues through the city.

SyNnopsis

After her boyfriend experiences a psychotic episode and
disappears, Maria is determined to find and help him. Chasing
every clue about his whereabouts, she embarks on a fast-paced
odyssey through the city. Always one step behind and against all
odds, she fights for both, her love and her freedom.






the rising populz
never before. | want to talk about freedom through an ordinz

I'm interested in knowing what it means to be free when you're in love, have parents, when
fear of war lingers over your country, when everyone’s dependent on modern technologies,
when Soviet mentality still confines many people’s way of thinking, when your body is sick. I'm
interested in a person’s free will and choice to sacrifice their freedom for something extremely

important to them.

Maria, the protagonist, is constantly on the move. She runs, races and solves the many
problems that have befallen her that day. She is permanently struggling with her surroundings.
The pace of the film will be very fast and chaotic - many short sequences, with the camera
constantly moving. In this way, | wish to convey the state our protagonistis in, and to portray
the modern person'’s pace of life, someone who is always in a hurry and never on time. The
aspect ratio will be 2.35:1, chosen with the importance of movement in mind.

We will see very little of Maria’s boyfriend, who is suffering from a psychotic episode. His illness
is important for two reasons. Firstly, other people’s reactions to his iliness perfectly reflect our
society’s illnesses - indifference, rejection and fear of the unknown. Secondly, I think that a
character who is capable of a breakthrough to total freedom will bring poetry to the film.

Lastly, there is the paralysis of Maria herself - she becomes imprisoned in her own body. There
are many layers to this, the main one being that she becomes a metaphor for our ill, immobile
society.
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director’s bio

ANDRIUS BLAZEIVICIUS was born in Vilnius in 1985 to

a Lithuanian-Polish family. After high school, he studied
Cultural History and Anthropology at Vilnius University and,
after a year, switched to the Lithuanian Music and Theater
Academy where he earned his Master’s degree in Film
Directing in 2011. Andrius completed six short films during
his studies, including TEN REASONS (2011), winner of two
Lithuanian Film Academy Awards. His debut feature film
THE SAINT (2016) premiered at the Busan and Warsaw Film
Festivals and received six Lithuanian Film Academy Awards.
Andrius works as a freelance director and has also been a
programmer for the Vilnius International Short Film Festival
since 2010.






.producer's note

~ RUNNER is the second feature film by . Andrlus BlazeV|C|us Lithuanian scriptwriter and director, and my fourth feature
~as a producer. Also it's our third project together following the short film TEN REASONS (2011) and feature THE SAINT
(2016). THE SAINT premlered at Busan and Warsaw Film Fest|vaIs in 2016 and won srx L|thuan|an F|Im Academy Awards

hey are free and do whatever they want meanwhlle they don 't realise that they re just stuck try|ng to fit into

-some social categories or stereotypes. At the same time, a person who hasa strong W|II and conscmusly decrdes to stay in
a reIatlonshlp with an ill person, is considered as maklng a sacrlﬁce ; '

RUNNER is produ

by M-Films (Lithuania) in a co—productlon W|th Bionaut (Czech Repubh'c) The film was S financed by
the L|thuan|an FrI

ntre at the scrlptwrltlng, development and prc;dgctlon stages as weII as usmg the tax incentives




company profile

M-FILMS is a Lithuanian film production company established by producer
Marija Razguté in 2008. At the moment M-FILMS is one of the most active
companies in the country focusing on international co-productions aimed
for cinemas and TV. The award winning company’s editorial line consists

of clearly bold and daring stories told by most talented new generation of
filmmakers such as Marija Kavtaradze, Karolis Kaupinis, Andrius Blazevicius
and Ignas Meilinas. M-FILMS is crafting critically aclaimed fiction films

mostly, but is opening up for anima'ojects as well. et
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